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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ISO-OO SAM-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
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096098 

R 240830Z SEP 75 
FM AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5755 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY HELSINKI 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL LUANDA 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY REYKJAVIK 
USMISSION NATO 

UNCLAS STOCKHOLM 4826 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, PO, SW 

SUBJECT: HIGH LEVEL PORTUGUESE DELEGATION IN SWEDEN 

REF: (A) LISBON 5504 
(B) STOCKHOLM 4682 

1. SUMMARY. ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT DELEGATION LED BY 
ADMIRAL COUTINHO ARRIVED IN STOCKHOLM SEPTEMBER 22 FOR THREE-DAY 
OFFICIAL VISIT. SCHEDULE INCLUDES MEETINGS WITH PRIME 
MINISTER PALME AND OTHER GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, AS WELL 
AS DISCUSSIONS WITH LABOR UNION LEADERS AND HEADS OF TWO 
OPPOSITION PARTIES, ALTHOUGH NOT WITH MODERATE PARTY 
CHAIRMAN BOHMAN WHO HAS CRITICIZED INVITATION TO AFM 
DELEGATION. IN INTERVIEWS CARRIED IN SWEDISH PRESS, 
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COUTINHO SUGGESTS THAT SWEDEN IS NOT AN APPROPRIATE MODEL 
FOR PORTUGAL TO EMULATE SINCE SWEDEN TOOK "LONG TERM ROAD" 

THAT CANNOT SERVE PORTUGAL WHICH IS "IN A HURRY." COUTINHO 
ALSO DENIES THAT COMMUNISTS CONTROL PORTUGUESE PRESS AND 
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TELEVISION, AND INSISTS THAT MEDIA IN PORTUGAL ARE COMPLETELY 
FREE. ACCORDING TO SVENSKA DAGBLADET, COUTINHO DID NOT 
HIDE HIS DISLIKE OF MODERATE PORTUGUESE OFFICERS, AND HIS SUPPORT 
FOR GEN. GONCALVES, WHOM HE ASSERTS WAS ' ACCUSED ..IN AN 
UNDIGNIFIED MANNER." COUTINHO ALSO IMPLICITLY CRITICIZES PS LEADER 
MARIO SOARES FOR TRAVELING TOO MUCH ABROAD, BUT SAYS HE 
WOULD "WELCOME" VISIT TO PORTUGAL BY EUROPEAN SOCIALIST 
DELEGATION. END SUMMARY. 

2. FIVE MEMBER DELEGATION FROM PORTUGUESE ARMED FORCES 
MOVEMENT (AFM), LED BY ADMIRAL ROSE COUTINHO AND INCLUDING 
OTELO CARVALHO, ARRIVED IN STOCKHOLM SEPTEMBER 22 TO BEGIN 
3 DAY OFFICIAL VISIT. (REFTELS). THE DELEGATION HAS MET 

WITH PRIME MINISTER PALME, COMMERCE MINISTER FELDT, AND 
ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER GERTRUD SIGURDSEN. ALSO ON THE 
SCHEDULE ARE MEETINGS WITH LABOR ORGANIZATION OFFICIALS AND 
LEADERS OF THE CENTER AND LIBERAL PARTIES. HOWEVER, NO 
MEETING HAS BEEN SCHEDULED WITH MODERATE (CONSERVATIVE) 

PARTY LEADER GOSTA BOHMAN, WHO HAS CRITICIZED THE INVITATION 
TO THE AFM BECAUSE AFM PROVIDES NO ASSURANCE THAT PORTUGAL 
WILL ACHIEVE DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENTARY GOVERNMENT. BOHMAN HAS 
PROPOSED THAT MEMBERS OF THE PORTUGUESE CONSTITUTENT 
ASSEMBLY BE INVITED TO SWEDEN; "UNLIKE THE RULING MILITARY." 
BOHMAN ASSERTED IN A LETTER TO THE SPEAKER OF THE SWEDISH 
PARLIAMENT, "THEY HAVE A LEGITIMATE DEMOCRATIC BASIS." 

3. ADMIRAL COUTINHO HAS EXPRESSED FREELY HIS VIEWS ON THE 
PORTUGUESE SITUATION TO THE SWEDISH PRESS. BOTH CONSERVA- 
TIVE SVENSKA DAGBLADET AND INDEPENDENT-LEFT DAGENS NYHETER 
TODAY CARRY BRIEF INTERVIEWS WITH THE DELEGATION LEADER. 

ASKED WHETHER SWEDEN CAN SERVE AS AN EXAMPLE FOR PORTUGAL, 
THEY QUOTED COUTINHO AS FOLLOWS: "THERE IS NO DOUBT WE 

CAN LEARN MUCH FROM THE SWEDISH EXPERIENCE (BUT) THE LONG 
TERM ROAD WHICH IS PERHAPS FINE FOR YOU IS NO GOOD FOR US. 

WE ARE IN A HURRY, SINCE WE FELL BEHIND DURING 40 YEARS 
OF FASCISM. IN PORTUGAL. ALL MEANS OF PRODUCTION MUST BE 
COLLECTIVIZED. WE MUST STUDY WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN OTHER 
UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 STOCKH 04826 240929Z 

LATIN COUNTRIES. AND IT SEEMS TO ME THAT ALL LATIN COUNTRIES 
WHICH HAVE TRIED A SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC SOLUTION HAVE ENDED 
UP WITH REACTIONARY REGIMES ...WE DON'T THINK THE PEOPLE IN 
OUR COUNTRY WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH VOTING FOR A PARTY 
ONCE EVERY THIRD YEAR... INSTEAD WE ARE TRYING TO BUILD A 
SOCIETY WHERE PEOPLE HAVE INFLUENCE OVER THEIR DAILY LIVES. 

THERE WOULD BE LABOR COUNCILS AT THE WORKING PLACES, 

BLOCK COUNCILS IN HOUSING AREAS, ETC. THE ELECTED 
REPRESENTATIVES WOULD BE DISMISSED AS SOON AS THEY LOSE 
THE CONFIDENCE OF THE VOTERS. IT WILL TAKE TWO OR THREE 
YEARS BEFORE WE HAVE FORMED SUCH COMMITTEES IN ALL OF 
PORTUGAL, BUT THERE IS CONSTANT PROGRESS." 
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4. ASKED WHETHER THE COMMUNIST PARTY CONTROLS THE 
PORTUGUESE PRESS AND TELEVISION, COUTINHO REACTED INDIG- 
NANTLY: ' THAT IS WRONG, IT IS A LIE. IT IS SPECULATION BY 
THE ENEMIES OF THE PORTUGUESE REVOLUTION... I DON'T KNOW 
ANY COUNTRY WHERE THE PRESS IS MORE FREE THAN IN PORTUGAL 
RIGHT NOW." WITH REGARD TO FOREIGN PRESS COVERAGE OF 
PORTUGAL, COUTINHO COMMENTED: "IT HAS GIVEN A VERY POOR 
PICTURE OF OUR COUNTRY. BUT I UNDERSTAND WHY. THE PRESS 

IS DOMINATED BY CAPITALIST INTERESTS AND THE SOCIALIST 
REVOLUTION IS IN OPPOSITION TO THESE INTERESTS. IT IS A 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST US." COUTINHO ALSO SUGGESTED THERE IS 
AN ECONOMIC BOYCOTT OF PORTUGAL BY SOME COUNTRIES, ADDING 
"I CANNOT TELL IF IT IS ORGANIZED. BUT EVEN IF THE 
ECONOMIC SITUATION IN PORTUGAL IS DIFFICULT, IT IS NOT SO 
DESPARATE AS PEOPLE LIKE TO ASSERT." 

5. ACCORDING TO SVENSKA DAGBLADET, COUTINHO DID NOT CON- 
CEAL THE FACT THAT HE STILL SUPPORTS GONCALVES AND THAT 
HE DISLIKES THE "MODERATE" OFFICERS WHO OPPOSED 

GONCALVES. HOWEVER, THE ONLY DIRECT QUOTE ON THIS THEME PRESENTED 
BY THE PAPER IS THE FOLLOWING: "GONCALVES HAS PLAYED A VERY 
IMPORTANT ROLE DURING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REVOLUTION. 

THE POLITICIANS AND EVEN MILITARY HAVE ACCUSED HIM IN AN 
UNDIGNIFIED MANNER." ASKED HIS OPINION OF POLITICIANS (SUCH AS 
SOCIALIST LEADER SOARES) TRAVELING ABROAD TO SEEK SUPPORT, 
COUTINHO COMMENTED: "THEY SHOULD BE MORE INTERESTED IN 
SOLVING THE PROBLEMS IN A PORTUGUESE MANNER." BUT HE SAID HE 
WOULD "WELCOME" A VISIT TO PORTUGAL BY THE EUROPEAN 
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SOCIALIST ACTION COMMITTEE, ADDING THAT IT SHOULD "ESTABLISH 
CONTACTS WITH DIFFERENT GROUPS IN PORTUGAL TO OBTAIN A TRUE 
PICTURE OF THE COUNTRY." 

JOHNSON 
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« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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